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A Theoretical Investigation of Two Japanese Landscape
Concepts, Jil 5t Fukei and 5<#8 Keikan, and an Application
to the Interpretation of Kenji Nakagami’s ‘Roji’.

Tsukasa WAKAMATSU

In Japanese human geography, landscape and Landshaft have been

translated with word ‘“B#i Keikan' . In general, people widely use the word

‘5 Fukei  whici has almost the same meaning as Keikan because it has
rich meanings which are more useful for people's lives.

Recently, some Japanese human geographers have used the word Fukei
instead of Keikan. They try to explore inter-subjective relations between
humans and place under the influence of humanistic geography and new
cultural geography. They recognize Keikan and Fukei as a binary opposition
of objectivity and subjectivity. But Fukei means only subjective Keikan, so
Fuker 1s not used as a technical term. With the reference to G. Simmel’s,
‘Philosophie der Landschaft’, this paper tries to distinguish the term Fukei
through consideration as to why Fukei has subjective meanings.

This paper also picks up works of a Japanese famous novelist, Kenji Nakagami, and
explores the spatialty of his novels. However, one must be careful how to treat a
literature. M. Brosseau proposes a dialogism with literature in geographical studies,
without melting both identities. Sharing his approach in part, this paper explores Kenji
Nakagami's novels, mainly "Sennen-no-Yuraku(The Millennium Hedonism)" in which he
represents ‘text as Roji (ghetto)’, in terms of the newly distinguished landscape concept
‘Fukei’. Applying this approach, it should be understood that the Fukei of ‘Roji’ cannot
be separated from the beauty of the scene in this novel.

Keywords : landscape (Ji & Fuket), landscape (R # Keikan), life(Leben),
G. Simmel, Kenji Nakagami



