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Tourism in Okinawa and Imaginative Geographies in

the Pre-war Era

Koji KANDA

In this paper, I examine the development of tourism in pre-war Okinawa,
while paying attention to Okinawa's imaginative geographies. As a result, the
following three points became clear:(1) In those days, Okinawa (located in the
subtropical zone) had ambivalent imaginative geographies created by the
people who lived in the mainland of Japan. One carried a bad image of mainly
poverty and a nasty environment, the other carried a good image of a mainly
exotic and paradise-like place. With the time-space compression between
Okinawa and Japan's mainland, and through the development of maritime
transportation, tourism in Okinawa gradually became active and therefore,
especially after 1937, the good image of Okinawa was emphasized. (2) Okinawa
was often imagined by male tourists as an erotic place. Because of this, the
Tuji red-light district located in Naha city aroused attention and projected in
its own way these mixed ambivalent images of exoticism, paradise, eroticism,
poverty, barbarism, and so on. (3) The group tours to Okinawa in 1939 and
1940 which were held 2 times and which were organized by a member and
sympathizer of the Japan Folk Crafts Association, raised tourists' interests in
Okinawan culture, and revealed that the development of tourism in Okinawa
was closely related to the identity politics of Japan and Okinawa, through
discussions with government officials of Okinawa prefecture.

Keywords : Okinawa, Tourism, Imaginative geographies, Tuji red-light district,
Japan Folk Crafts Association
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