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Regional Merchants and the Urban Culture of
Jiangnan in the Ming and Qing Dynasties

Jinmin FAN
(translated by Yoshio Matsuda)

During the Ming and Qing Dynasties, the guest regional merchants in
Jiangnan, the area south of the Yangtze River, were engaged in the
management of various kinds of stationery, and thus they promoted the
cultural market of the Jiangnan cities. They established theatrical companies
and sponsored their opera performances, and therefore assumed a very
important role in advancing the intertexture of various regional operas and
cultures of the Jiangnan cities. They glorified Chinese folk customs and
culture, admired regional gods, participated in folk-custom activities, and
invested in or sponsored construction for religious and cultural uses, like
temples and monasteries, as well as exquisite assembly halls. In this way
they brought richer and more colorful regional cultures to Jiangnan cities.
They kept intimate relations with the personages of Jiangnan on the basis of
mutual utilization, mutual needs and mutual benefits.

Keywords : settler from another place, regional merchants, Jiangnan,

urban culture, personage
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