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The Dynamism of Urban Culture: The Javanese Gamelan

Groups 1in the Kansai Area, Japan

Triyono BRAMANTYO
(translated by Toshiko HAYASHI)

This report is the result of field research done in the Kansai area of Japan
from 20 August to 14 September 2003, sponsored by the COE project of Osaka
City University, Japan. The research aimed to study the gamelan groups in
the Kansai area, mainly those of the Javanese gamelan, of both the
Surakartan and Yogyakartan schools. Rehearsals and concerts were
observed, and also interviews were conducted with some key figures of these
groups.

The first gamelan instruments were brought to Japan in 1940 by Ichizo
Kobayashi, but the instruments were used to accompany only two productions.
Following the boom in world music in the 1970s, some scholars, composers and
musicians started to work with the gamelan in the Kansai area. This was the
real beginning of the acceptance of the gamelan in the area, where they have
developed gamelan music in their own way. What is most impressive is that
extensive studies of Javanese classical pieces go hand in hand with the
exploration of what is new, creative and innovative. Gamelan life is put into a
creative multiculturalism and becomes part of the dynamism of daily urban
culture in the Kansai area.

Keywords : urban culture, dissemination, cultivation, gamelan, process method
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