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Revisiting "Postmodern Geographies"

Edward W. Sosa
(translated by Yumiko NAGAO)

In this speech, Edward W. Soja reflects on his long journey to write Postmodern
Geographies (published in 1989), which traces back its origins as early as his

doctoral days.

Soja points out why space has always been ignored in the tradition

of historicism. An encounter with Michel Foucault and Henri Lefebvre gave him a

hint about the spatiality of social life.
socio-spatial dialectic, and later extends it to what he calls the

approach.

Soja develops their arguments into
“trialectical”

It opens up a new approach as a spatial turn in geography. Now,

inspired by Jane Jacobs, an urbanist, Soja reinvestigates the stimulus of urban

agglomeration.

Soja encourages pushing spatial thinking even further, not only in

geography or sociology, but also in every other discipline.

Keywords :

space, spatial turn, trialectic, postmodern, historicism
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