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Edward Soja in Postmodern Geographical Turn:
Some Reflections on Soja’s Spatial / Urban Theory

Masahiro KATO

American geographer Edward Soja's Postmodern Geographies stimulated the
upturn of interdisciplinary spatial theory. Postmodern Geographies was
published in 1989, and it gave rise to a trend which was called “Spatial turn” or
the “Renaissance of spatial theory”. This is because the importance of space
came to be recognized within such various academic arenas as cultural studies,
urban sociology, feminist thought and urban studies. In this essay, I consider
the process of spatial turn that was originated by Postmodern Geographies and
how it was accepted and received in Japan. I also offer some reflections on the
concept of urbanity in Soja’s series of works: Postmodern Geographies,
Thirdspace and Postmetropolis. In addition, the originality of urban
geography proposed by Soja, especially on Los Angeles and Amsterdam, is
suggested through an analysis of the street geographical discourse that is -
written of in chapter 9 of Thirdspace.

Keywords : Edward Soja, Postmodern Geographies, spatial turn, Los Angeles,
urban geography
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