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Japanese Puppet Shows and Kabuki at the
Mansions of Feudal Lords in Edo

Hiroko Suzuki

This paper attempts to examine the theatrical world in Edo from an
environmental angle. Japanese puppet shows and Kabuki were performed at
the mansions of feudal lords in Edo from the 17th century.

I have discovered new facts concerning the audiences at the mansions in the
archives of the Kaga Clan. When the feudal lord watched a show, hundreds of
vassals could also enjoy it. The solid stages for performing arts in the mansions
enabled puppet shows to be performed on a large scale, no less than at a
theater. The audience expected the performers to appear just as they did at the
theater.

It was important for performers to have feudal lords as patrons, who would
secure their livelihood by means of rewards for performances. Moreover, it
seems that the performers social status was elevated through patronage.

Keywords : Japanese puppet show, Kabuki, Edo, mansions of feudal lords,

patronage




