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The Modern Metropolis: Can It Exhaust Its Citizens'
Minds and Even Society Itself ?

Mihoko WATABE & Satoru KANEKO

The purpose of this study is to elucidate how urbanization has brought about
changes 1in people’s value systems, behavior and personalities. A
questionnaire survey was conducted among 4,000 city and village people in the
Kansai area. The questionnaire asked about life-style, religious behavior and
attitudes, involvement in manners and customs, attitudes toward community,
attitudes toward death, acquaintances within the neighborhood, patriotism,
self-esteem etc. The resulting analysis shows that urbanization weakens

community consciousness and traditional attitudes, but urbanization
strengthens people’s self-esteem and lets people accept different cultures.
This study shows that urbanization weakens the human relations of citizens,
but urbanization in itself never causes mental stress.

Keywords : urbanization, religion, death, attitudes toward community,

self-esteem
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