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Islam Diversified: Transformation
of Malay Ethnic Identity in Contemporary Malaysia

Hiroshi TaAwabDA

The aim of this paper is to analyze how social and economic change has
affected Islam and Malay ethnicity in contemporary Malaysia. After the
introduction, part two discusses the relation of Islam with the Malay identity.
The Malay ethnic identity officially consists of three factors, namely: Islam, the
Malay language and traditional customs. This was established firstly in the
British colonial period and then stabilized through the nation-building process
since Independence. Part three describes the recent social transformation of
Malays. While rapid economic development has enlarged the urbanized
Malay middle class, it has been diversifying Malays both culturally and
socio-politically, and it has brought various conflicts and rivalries between
Malays for the benefits of development. In part four, the process of the
diversification of Malays is described in detail by focusing on the relation of
Islamic resurgence with Malay party politics. Two famous movements of
resurgence, both of which have been supported by the newly emerged Malay
middle class, are used as examples. Though they have the same goal, that is to
establish an Islamic State in Malaysia, the political struggle in which they are
embedded has caused various kinds of Islams, sometimes in conflict with each
other.

Keywords : Malaysia, Islam, Malay identity, social change, middle class




