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Urban Development of the Medieval Saga
and Oo1 River Traffic

Takuo OOMURA

This article pays attention to the relations surrounding the Ooi river traffic
around Saga, which achieved development by being a city acting as one of the
out-ports of Medieval-era Kyoto. In the first half of the 13th century, Saga
achieved constant development as a discharge-place for timber. The traffic
traders ( Toi ) who engaged in Ooi river traffic also worked at this. The houses
which the potentates possessed became part of the outlying city-space. In the
second half of the 13th century, the kingship constructed a palace called
Kameyama-dono. The development of the city at this time is examined from
the literature. Its plan is analyzed: divided into the space for the kingship, the
space at the lodgings which were attached to it, and the space that was
independent and achieved development as a city. This time was the real
formation-period of Saga city.

In the latter period of the Medieval Ages, the greater city space was
reorganized, the core of which was Rinsen-ji temple and Tenryuu-ji temple—
according to an analysis of the plan.

As for the Ooi river traffic, various uses were found for it, such as water for
irrigation and fisheries, as well as the transportation of timber. The interests
of those concerned were constantly undergoing change.

Keywords : Saga, Toi, timber, plan, river traffic

83




