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The Zongfa 5%i% System Made by Huo Tao %5 The
Lineage Associations in Confucian Culture Under the
Influence of Commercialization and Urbanization

Toru INOUE

On the Pearl River Delta, overseas trade around the 16th century
accelerated the already rapid growth in commerce, the handicraft industry and
commercial agriculture. A market network was also developed. Under this
sort of commercialization and urbanization, the region was incorporated into
the imperial examination system, and Confucian culture, such as lineage
associations, penetrated the region.

Huo Tao ##f, who was born in Shi Tou 58 of Nanhai Prefecture, built a
Zongfa 7%i% system based on the extended-family system. His system led an
outlying region of the Pearl River Delta area to accept the Confucian culture
characteristic of an advanced society. Most noteworthy in his system is that
Zongzi 7%F, who was the direct descendant of the cooperative grandfathers and
the patriarch, commanded the lineage association. In the Ming Qing period,
to unify lineage on the basis of the Zongfa system was widely seen as an ideal.
We can find one of the rare cases of such unification, where a Zongzi actually
functioned as a commander, in advanced regions like Jiangnan {L.Fj. By the
second half of the 17th century, the lineage-integrating system, with the
Zongfa and the patriarch as commanders, became established in the Delta
area. If this system can be said to be the Zongfa system unique to Guangdong
Jis 3 province, we can refer to Huo Tao as its pathfinder.

Keywords : lineage associations, zongfa, extended family system, Huo Tao,

confucian culture



