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Portraiture of the Flourishing
City Culture of Su Zhou:
“The Portrayal of the Prosperity of Gu Su”

Jinmin FAN

(translated by Shigeki IWAI)

“The Portrayal of the Prosperity of Gu Su” by Xu Yang comprises portraits
of numerous endemic stores, of which as many as 260 can be made out. The
booming features of Su Zhou city, the most renowned industrial and
business metropolis of China in the prime of the Qing Dynasty, therefore, are
illustrated roundly and can be perceived by intuition. In addition, the
historical bases reflected in those stores all have documentary records. “The
Portrayal of the Prosperity of Gu Su” not only shows Su Zhou’s boisterous
municipal market of that time, but also reveals Su Zhou’s regional culture in
an all-round way, including its imperial examinations and education;
traditional opera and music; nuptials and other customs; horticulture, etc.
Quite a few scenes in this drawing cannot find their equivalences in
documents and some serve as compensation for documentary deficiencies,
which qualifies it as an important heritage fully reflecting the city features
of Su Zhou as an economic and cultural center of China in the early period
and metaphase of the 18" century.

Keywords : “The Portrayal of the Prosperity of Gu Su”, Su Zhou,

city culture, endemic store, cultural heritage



