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In short, the railway is a sign of historical
rupture between past and present that
has irrevocably transformed not only
both urban and rural sites, but also To-
son’s deepest sense of identity.
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Shimazaki Toson:
Making Home in the Modern World

Stephen DoDD

(translated by Koji SHIBAHARA)

In this paper, I examine how one particular technological innovation
introduced from the West during Japan’s modern period — the railway —
helped to contribute to a profound reinterpretation of an older Japanese
perception of urban and rural sites. My study is centered around the
semi-autobiographical ~ writings of the novelist, Shimazaki Toson
(1872-1943), who was born in the countryside, spent his formative years
from the age of eight in Tokyo and then devoted much of his adult literary
career nostalgically evoking the lost ties to the native place of his early
childhood.

Keywords : railway, urban site, native place, productive rediscovery,
negative identification



