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Research and Perspective of the LLower Strata
of Society in Chinese Cities

Yingfang CHEN

(translated by Katsumi NAKAO)

From the beginning of the 20th century, foreign scholars and missionaries
began to research the lower strata of society in Chinese cities. In the 1930s,
Chinese scholars began sociological research which was suitable for Chinese
conditions. Sociology was gradually abolished in the 1950s but was revived
in the 1980s. Chinese scholars conducted research about the city life of
citizens. In the 1990s, the main research themes were dismissal problems,
social class and social poverty problems. This paper summarizes the history
of research about the lower strata of society in the cities and raises a very
important question concerning the theoretical subject of these studies.

Keywords : lower strata of society, research of urban problems,

research of household account books, poverty problems,

social mobility
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