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Spatial Structure and Residential Segregation

in Modern Osaka

Toshio MizuucHI

Osaka is the city that has pursued capitalist urban development most
explicitly in Japan. Accordingly, the city has suffered inevitable urban and
social problems caused by its capitalist development. In order to cope with
these problems, Osaka has promoted a most progressive urban policy. This
paper discusses the history of the problems of poverty and discrimination in
Osaka and the development of urban policy in the context of this particular
type of urban history. In this context, it clarifies the spatial characteristics of
pre-war era Osaka by drawing various thematic maps which illustrate the
distribution of poverty and the progress of urban social policies. In addition,
this spatial structure is also demonstrated through an analysis of the
geographical discourse that was employed in the journal : “Great Osaka”.

Keywords : spatial structure, residential segregation, modern city, Osaka,

urban social policy
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