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(Rachlin, Raineri, & Cross, 1991), 2% T
OWFEN S, FHAEICKDHEMOMMEE 5L, 3
HIH5EMAORM Kk - S, WOz
) ITX VR D & (EH - P, 1999),
DL FBRICBWT Ml EIRzE=E
KRNZ, BBIOBRES/NIWIE (FEE 1999
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Behavioral Characteristics of People of Osaka

and the Problem of Bicycles
[llegally Parked on the Pavement:
A Cross-Regional Comparison

Masato ITo & Daisuke SAEKI

The present study, using questionnaires, investigated behavioral
characteristics of people living in urban areas in terms of discounting of
shared rewards, subjective value of losing events, and conformity. We
compared behavioral characteristics of people between Osaka and other
urban areas, such as Sapporo, Tokyo, Nagoya, Kyoto, and Fukuoka, to
understand the present serious problem of bicycles illegally parked on the
pavement in Osaka. Eleven hundred participants, whose ages were in their
twenties and thirties, were required to indicate their preference between
unshared and shared hypothetical money with strangers, and were required
to assign numerical numbers for losing events, relative to assigning 100 for
the losing event that a brand-new bicycle is stolen. In addition, the
participants were asked if they would park their bicycles on a pavement or
not when there was no other bicycle on the pavement, and when there were
three bicycles already parked. As a result, the discounting rate was
significantly larger in Osaka than in other cities, and the subjective values of
losing events, such as having the bicycle removed, or losing a wallet having
5,000 yen or 10,000 yven, were significantly larger in Osaka than in other
cities. In addition, when there were three bicycles parked, people of Osaka
tended to park their bicycles more often than people of other cities did.
These results suggest that these behavioral characteristics play an important
role for the serious problem of bicycles in Osaka.

Keywords : problem of bicycles, social discounting, subjective value of losing
events, conformity, cross-regional comparison
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