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The Port City, Hangzhou:
City Evolution at the Coast of China
and the East Asian Sea Area
in the 9th-10th Centuries

Satoshi YAMAZAKI

Hangzhou was set up as a city at the far south end of The Big Canal in the
Zui-Tang age, and was strongly connected with the canal. It wasn't fully
connected with the sea area, as in the Song age. A factor was that the
QianTang River, which flowed through the south side, didn't stabilize the
movement of the ships. During the Five Dynasties, the WuYue Country,
which moved the capital to Hangzhou, built a breakwater on that southern
shore, and proceeded with the maintenance of harbor facilities, such as a
sluice, a ferry and a road. As a result, at Hangzhou, navigation to the sea
area became stable. We may say that Hangzhou became a port city from this
point. And passing inside LiangZhe districts became easy because of
Hangzhou's becoming a center-point. The background to this is that the
window of overseas trade shifted from the mouth of the Yangtze River to
that of the QianTang River. Then Hangzhou developed as a port city, and
took an active part as a center for the nearby port. As for this paper, an
example of a port city’s development in China is examined through
observing a change in the city’s function.

Keywords : Hangzhou, WuYue Country, the QianTang River, port city,
port facilities



