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The Structure of the Uwani Ship Group

of the 19th Century Mitajiri Area of Suou Country

Souichi YAMASHITA

This paper is a structural analysis of the Uwani shipping group (a group
that specialized in small cargo vessels) of Mitajiri in Yamaguchi Prefecture at
the end of the 19th century, based mainly on three contracts. Although the
amount of cargo carried by the Uwani fleet was increasing from the 18th
century, it became almost fixed by the middle of the 19th century. At this
time, the group grew and developed into the Mitajiri Uwani shipping group.
Three points are discussed in this paper.

Firstly, the Mitajiri Uwani ship group was divided into two different and
complex groups :

The Salt Uwani ship group

The “Reiita” Uwani ship group for carrying coal and sand to salt fields.

The Mitajiri Uwani had at least three types of operational form:

A-type (Salt Uwani ships & “Reiita” Uwani ships)
B-type (Salt Uwani ships)
C-type (“Reiita” Uwani ships)

Secondly, the Mitajiri Uwani ship group (Salt Uwani ship group and
“Reiita” Uwani ship group) consisted of small groups bound together by
shared territories. These small groups can be divided into three areas:
Tajima, Toiyaguchi and Mukaijima. At Tajima and Toiyaguchi, groups 1 and
2 separately established smaller, more specialized groups. The two areas
were similar in that in both places these specialized groups dealt mostly with
A-type operations, but were different in the degree that operations were
organized on the basis of blood relationships. On the other hand, at
Mukaijima, the difference between the specialized groups run by groups 1
and 2 lay in the relative proportion of A- and C- type business. Mukaijima
was characterized by a high degree of blood relationship within the groups,
which revealed itself in the preponderance of the same surname. The
difference between the groups in the three areas is expected to involve the
distance from and particular relationships with the salt fields.

Thirdly, the Mitajiri Uwani ship group was controlled by corporate
headquarters as a whole, in spite of the differences between the small
specialized groups.

Keywords : social group, the Uwani ship, corporate headquarters,
salt farm society, Mitajiri
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