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A Study of Urban Community Schools during the
German New Education Movement, Focusing on
B. Otto’s Educational Concepts

Yukako NAITO

This paper aims at examining the educational concepts of B. Otto, who,
during the German new education movement, tried to provide children with
an active learning environment.

Otto criticized the educational practices prevalent at that time, that were
aimed mainly at forcing the students to retain large amounts of information
and skKills (the so-called ‘Einpauken’ = cramming), and the role of the teacher
as a result.

In the tutor school he founded, Otto, who understood children as ‘active
learning creatures’, followed an educational concept he called ‘natural
teaching’, being oriented towards children’s nature. By establishing a familiar
‘mental exchange’ between child and teacher, individual questions developed
into conversations.

The role of the teacher within Otto’s ‘natural teaching’ concept consists of
three points:

1. The teacher observes every single child actively and meticulously in
order to be able to support the child’s learning progress, according to his/her
individual interests and physical and intellectual growth.

2. The teacher provides a learning environment that makes free activity
possible.

3. The teacher studies together with the children and cooperates with
them as an independently thinking researcher.

Based on his educational concepts, Otto put into practice a new form of
child-centered pedagogy.

Keywords : German new education movement, urban community school,

active learning, natural teaching, role of the teacher



