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The Significance of the Existence of the
"Touyaku-donya" and the "Yakusyu-nakagai" Guilds
Dealing with Raw Herbs: Examination of
Opinions on the Establishment of the
"Wayaku-aratame kaisyo" Facility

Sachiko WATANABE

I have shown the significance of the existence of two "Kabunakama" guilds
dealing with raw herbs, namely the "Touyaku-donya" guild for wholesale
stores and the "Yakusyu-nakagai" guild for brokers, in Osaka city in early
modern times. So far, discussion of their significance has been limited to the
fact that they bargained with customers. I have revealed that we need to
discuss how they had an influence on society, i.e. 1) what type of connection
they had with others, including customers, and 2) what they were an
experienced in, as well as 3) their bargaining, in order to understand their
significance. My findings may help us to a general understanding of the
significance of the existence of guilds in Japan at that time.

In the first section, I have shown that the significance of the existence of a
guild changes depending on the person whom the guild has a connection with.
I have examined the "Ibaragiya genpachi' affair. Ibaragiva Genpachi, who did
not belong to either of the two guilds, applied to establish the "Wayaku-aratame
kaisyo" facility for the inspection of quality of raw herbs, in order to get the
service charge for the inspection. Both guilds objected to his plan, since they
would suffer a loss when the facility was established. I have found that the
reasons why they objected are slightly different, due to different influences on
their customers that would follow the facility’s establishment.

In the second section, I have revealed that we can distinguish the
significance of the existence of guilds by the ability with which they learned
from their business. I have examined a report on a new plan for the
establishment of the "Wayaku-aratame kaisyo" facility applied for by the
"Yakusyu-nakagai" guild. From a reading and understanding of the report, I
have shown the guild’s claim: that it was the only guild experienced in the
inspection of quality of raw herbs, and that therefore the guild is quite different
from the "Touyaku-donya" guild which did not have this experience.

Keywords : raw herbs, "Kabunakama" guild, wholesaler, broker, influence on
society
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