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Changes in Schooling and Urbanization
in Early 20th Century Osaka

Hisaki Toyoba

The purpose of this paper is to research educational reform in early 20th
century Japan, analyzing capitalism and modernization in Osaka City. Its form
consists of many different desired changes in the quantitative, qualitative, and
organizational dimensions of public schooling.

In this study, the following two points summarize the major systematic
changes in Osaka schooling during the period 1880 to 1920.

1. Osaka was industrialized and urbanized in the period 1880 to 1890, and
in these ten years the professional training of teachers increased. Considering
that District Schools were the only communication network in a community, it
was obviously impossible, and perhaps, it was not desirable, that the business
of operating these schools should become a distinct profession, with normal
school graduates and licensed professionals. An amateur at teaching, or a
master of a ‘TERAKOYA’ cram school could not become a teacher in an
elementary school without a license. In sum, economic forces shaped the
urban professional system from its earliest stage to the present.

2. The population of urban dwellers in Osaka rose through the industrial
revolution in the 1890s. The evolution of Osaka public schooling progressed
through nineteenth-century urbanization. The children of families had to earn
their livelihood during the day. Osaka established night elementary-schools for
them, and these numbered thirty schools in the 1920s. The number of
graduates exceeded ten thousand as of 1915.

By tracing the historical evolution of Osaka public schooling, we would have
a better understanding of educational reform in early 20th century Japan. I
shall now set about examining the movement of the population and the
schooling in District Schools. This investigation and analysis remains to be
completed.

Keywords : urbanization, income, schooling, licensed teacher, night elementary
school
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