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The Creation of a Music Culture in

Vienna through Schubert

AKkihiro TaAnmA

A Viennese composer, Franz Schubert (1797-1828) has been considered the
greatest composer of German lieder, because he turned lieder which were
stylistically simple into great art. In this paper I will consider various
elements involved in Schubert’s creation of lieder: Schubert’s experience
studying music in his youth, Vienna’s urban environment as a music city,
Schubert’s relationship with his friends, and his way of gaining acceptance
with the public. I believe that the relationship between Schubert and Vienna
was very close and that this is reflected in his lieder.

Wiener Klassiker (Viennese Classic) traditionally dominated the music
world of Vienna and the lied was not regarded as part of the central field of
music. Nevertheless, as Viennese people came to enjoy music at home, civic
consciousness and community spirit prevailed in Vienna and with it there
arose a demand for lieder: the lied was to become a kind of civic music culture.
While Schubert had respect for Wiener Klassiker, he took a lieder composer,
Zumsteg, as the model for his art. With his genius, Schubert surpassed
Zumsteg easily and produced one masterpiece after another. Many friends of
Schubert marveled at his natural gifts and gave him moral as well as financial
support so that he could compose successfully. They held “Schubertiade”
regularly and encouraged him. “Schubertiade” were parties in honor of
Schubert, and many of his works were played there. His friends made every
effort to have Schubert rise to public fame. Many of his lieder were published
and became familiar numbers at concerts. In this way Viennese people came
to regard him as an exponent of lied composition.

Vienna and Schubert are a good example of how a city and a composer can
harmonize well with each other. We can say that it is precisely because he
lived in Vienna in the early nineteenth century that Schubert could fully
develop his ability.

Keywords : Schubert, German lieder, Vienna, civic music culture, Schubertiade
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