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The Extension of the New Education Movement
from Urban Areas to the Country in Modern China:
Focusing on the Educational Practice of
Xingzhi Tao in Xiaozhuang School

Shusheng SonNG

At the beginning of the 1920s, influenced by some New Education scholars
like John Dewey, China reached the peak of its Mass Education Movement.
The Movement focused on urban areas at its start. However, responding to the
social situation of the time, Xingzhi Tao transferred the focus of his
educational practice to the country and established Xiaozhuang School.

In Xiaozhuang School, together with instructors, pupils took practical life
problems as their topics, and they read books and conducted experiments with
a view to solving these problems. In this sense, the core of education in this
school was practical life, instead of book-learning in traditional schools. Both
instructors and pupils in the school based their teaching and learning on doing.
Being different from traditional schools, Xiaozhuang School took the village as
its foundation.

Keywords : mass education, life as education, integration of teaching, learning
and doing, society as school, village



