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Denial and Acceptance of Different Cultures:

Terror Management Theory

Yuriko MUKAI

While internationalization and globalization are being promoted,
ethnocentric movements are also active. Terror management theory suggests
that a dual component cultural anxiety-buffer, consisting of a cultural
worldview and of self-esteem, saves us from the potential fear of death.
Mortality salience motivates ethnocentric and aggressive behaviors toward
those others who threaten one’s cultural worldview. In a metropolis, cultural
uniformity and continual cross-cultural contacts brought about by economic
internationalization have negative effects on the universality of our own
national culture, and besides this severe economic competition makes
self-esteem decline. In such a situation, ethnocentric behavior will become
more extreme. To contribute to promoting the acceptance of different cultures,
it is necessary to study more about our behavioral standards as prescribed by
one’s cultural worldview, and about cultural characteristics.

Keywords : terror management theory, globalization, cultural worldview,
self-esteem, different cultures
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