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The Secret Societies in Jena

Hiroshi KITAHARA

This article consists of three parts: a history of the Freemasons and other
secret societies in Jena, of the attitude of the Weimar Government toward
them and finally of the cultural-historical meaning of secret societies in the
18" century.

In Jena, as in other cities in Germany, secret societies particularly flowered
in the second half of the 18" century. For Jena it was characteristic that
members of such orders had close relations with the university. With the
introduction of the higher-degree system, students were excluded from the
Order of Masons, and they entered the homeland associations or students’
orders. The Weimar Government, which governed Jena, and also its dignitary
Goethe, prohibited establishing secret societies there because of the danger to
the students.

The Iluminati there, whose center was Weimar and Gotha after the public
dissolution of the Order, tried to accept university professors and students into
the Order. Its network corresponds to a personal connection, which could
support talented young people who were distressed financially and help them
to get jobs in Weimar or Jena. We can recognize the network, which connected
Vienna, Weimar, Jena, and even Berlin and Kiel, from the personal records of
Reinhold. Publications, journeys and exchanges of letters have been regarded
as an information network developing in 18" century culture, but we should
not disregard the fact that secret societies also belonged to this network.

Keywords : secret society, Freemasons, Jena, Goethe, Reinhold
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