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Changes of Japanese Modern Values

and Religious Consciousness

Satoru KANEKO

Modernization is a very comprehensive concept, with various meanings.
However, there is no doubt that it refers to the process in which a whole
society, as well as people’s values and behavior, becomes systematic,
planned, functional and rational. There has been a big change in people’s
views on religion in Japan during the process of industrialization,
urbanization and modernization. On the one hand, traditional religions

(“visible religions”) have seen their influence compelled to recede. On the
other hand, different views on religion have been observed among the
young in recent years. In this article, I will discuss the religious
consciousness of so-called post-modernism in Japan.

Keywords : modern rationalism, pro-religiousness, belief in guardianship,

belief in soul, religious behavior, ancestor worship
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