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A Study on the Project Method
in Urban Elementary Schools:

A Comparison with an Experiment in Rural Schools

Xi CHEN

The purpose of this study is to clarify the characteristics of project
curricula in urban elementary schools in America. I will focus on two
experiments based on the theory of the Project Method, as has been stated
by Kilpatrick, W. H. One was an experiment at the Horace Mann School in
New York City from 1916-1919, and the other was in MacDonald Country,
Missouri, from 1917-1921, which was conducted by Collings, E. In Foundations of
Method, Kilpatrick insisted that each curricula should be unique to its own
situation. Comparing these two experiments, I can find some differences
between them. By analyzing these differences, I make clear the
characteristics of the experiment at Horace Mann School.

Keywords : the Project Method, comparative study, purposeful activity, indus-
trial arts, urban school



