
 

 

 
Session I works off an essay by Prof. Tsukada Takashi on early modern Japanese hinin (beggar) groups and associated 

documents. Overseas guests will comment on the paper, while also introducing their research, sources, and approach. 

Discussion will focus on comparing Indian, Chinese, and Ottoman social groups and sources with those in Japan. 

  
Session II takes up the research of Prof. Gyanesh Kudaisya, who works on Indian socioeconomic history.
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Session III begins with a paper by Prof. Annu Jalais, who works in Indian Cultural Anthropology. 

 
Session IV takes up Prof. Rohit De’s new book, A People's Constitution: The Everyday Life of Law in the Indian Republic 

(2018), which examines the relationship between marginal social classes and the law; discussion will focus on a comparison 

of India and the other fields represented at the symposium, with special attention to the use of legal documents in 

reconstructing marginal voices and experiences.

 
Session V takes a paper by Prof. Alan Mikhail as a starting point for a discussion of the interconnections between social 

changes that accompanied modernization in Asia and transformations in relationships between humans, animals, and the 

environment. 

 

 
Session VI’s discussion will revolve around a presentation by Prof. Kotani Hiroyuki of his ongoing research into people on 

the margins of caste society in eighteenth-century India. 

 
Session VII offers a chance for discussion of the symposium’s core aim: using Session I as a base, two commentators will 

reflect on the broad themes and points of comparison regarding modernization and social groups in Japan and Asia. 
 

 
We have organized a field trip by chartered bus to various sites relevant to the history of social groups in early modern 

and modern Osaka. We will visit sites that were on the periphery of the early modern and prewar city such as 

Nakanoshima and the area around Osaka Castle in the north and the Dotonbori canal, Kamagasaki/Tobita area in the 

south. The tour will conclude with dinner downtown (Participation is limited to program affiliates and overseas guests). 

Contact 
All inquires may be directed to the main office of Marginal Social Groups’ Experiences of Modernity (a Project for 

Cultivating Internationally Active Researchers by the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science). 

Ashita SAGA（Professor, Osaka City University）E-mail：CYI03126@nifty.ne.jp 


