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hainese who rose from being a humble fruit peddler to hucnmc the
most powerful and politicized gang boss in the cuuntr}-“—cunmbufad
* to Shanghai's reputation as a city of opportunity, and to its "Ep:l rich
' quick” tradition." Sagas such as these, together with Shanghai’s mod-
' ern skyline, made the city a symbol of modemity and opportunity,
' However, for each “rags to riches" success story, there were thou-
~ sands upon thousands of untold stories of former peasants who had
migrated to the city during the Republican era (1911-1949), when
‘Shanghai was in its heyday, and for whom simply to survive meant
" success, The stylish Buropean architecture along the Bund may have
" served too many times as a “‘cover picture” for the city, and perhaps
‘cuntributed to the exaggerated notion that Shanghai was ‘ﬁhmnugh!y
modern," Much less noted was another darker, and less romantic
aspect of urban growth in modern Shanghai: numerous filthy straw-
huts chaotically thrown together into dozens of shantytowns that
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