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Luciana Galliano

It is well known how Jesuits used music with great success in order to expand the appeal of
the Christian Catholic faith among non-European people, in Asia as well as in South America.
What is less acknowledged is the extent in which the practice of music was widespread by
Jesuits in Europe too, so that it can be argued that the flowering of latin Baroque music had
been greatly supported by the activity of the Jesuit Company. The Company was founded in
1534 and received the imprimatur by the papacy in 1540, also as a response to Protestantism
- a problem addressed by the Council of Trent (1545-1563). It was perhaps thanks to the
Company role in reforming Catholicism that it was somehow accepted that music, another
topic discussed by the Council, had such a role in the Jesuit’ worship, thanks to a different

policy (if not practice) of music from the one condemned by the Council itself.
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